_wﬁ__una ummh:_:_% and Distinguishing Characteristics
Boboats are medinm-sized cor-
= nivores with males (25 pounds)
w being larger than lemaeles (17
pounds). They stand about 18
inches it the shoulder.

their undersides, Bobeats opi-
E cally bave black spots present

an their undersides, althongh
the presence of spolting on the rest of their body is variahle,
They have white spots on the back ol (heir cars.

Buobeats are rarcly
zeen hecause they
are aglive be-
tween dusk and
dawn, bl signs
such as racks, dre
good indicztors of i
thert presency. =
Bobeat macks are
renznd i shape,
TNEASUTInE 30-
proximately 2 by
2 inchies. Gengr-
#ily, boboat tracks
can be recognized
fry the shape of the prine, the lack of law marks (because
thew have retractzble claws) and the “M" shaped palm pad
iwith owo lohes on front and three lobes on the rzar). Bobeat
iracks sometimes are confused with dog frucks, Dog racks
wvpically are longer than they are wide, sre dismond shaped
(with two putside tocs “below™ the front wes), show olaw
marks. and have a triangular palm pad (with & single lobe on
[remt amd @ double lobe on the rear).

Female bobeats older than one vear will become pregnant
onee per vear with a single Hiter of 3 e 4 kittens. Den sites
of bobeats are moved by the fomales several times during
the rearing period and consist mostly ol rovk shelters or
dense piles aof brush, During the breeding season, males
travel widely ignd may breed with more than one female,
Eittens and vearlings are more vulnerable to mortaline doe
w n_.m;mnﬁ_ frgvementy and nexpericnes. Adults may live
lgt mge 3-5, although animals as old as 10 vears may be
found.

Bobcat FAQ's
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Wiy have bobest numbers in lowa
increased in Tecent vears?

lews bobears have a bealthy repro-
duetive and survival rate and thi
papulation could be natyrally grow-
ing [rom within, Boheats have alsa become more zhune-
dunt in adjacent states and they could be dispersing into
lowsa. We are conducting rescarch to determing how the
comnbination of these factors influences the growih ratc.

Will population dynamics of bobezes change if there iy
8 Irdpping scason?

Based on current population estimates. the bobear
papulation will incresse or maintain current numbers
£Iven E Tapping s2ason.

Dhows the TNE reccive complaings/concerns about bob-
cars in lowa?

Mo, thers have been essentizlly no complaints abon
bobeats, although pecple aften ask whether they will
reduce game populations or attack Hvestock. Crar re-
seurvh oo diet revealed very little evidence of deer,
turkeys ot pheasants and no evidenee of livestock like
chickens or lambs, In other stares, the impact of hob-
wols on game or livestock is also reported as minimal.

Fiow 5 the Bobeat Projeot funded?

This project is supperted by the LS, Fish and Wildlife
Service Srate Wildlile Grant program snd marching
lureds from the DNE and lowa State Uiniversily,

Why is data [rem bow hunters utilized by the projsec?
A sample of bow hunters were selectad 1o record their
obszrvations of bobeals und other “difficultro-survey™
wildlife while they were bunting deer. This survey
provides a means o svatematically dovumens statewide
distribution. Tach veyr sinee 2004, spproximarsly

I, 300 response wers received from Bow hunlers
throughout lowa. From (hese results, it 35 cstimared
that a bosw hunter would meed to be in their deer stand
for spproximately 150 kours in onder Lo sec a bobeat in
Southern lowi,

Why do we want t rap 2nd hunt furbearers, such as
bobualy?

LR

“Tio conserve and enhance our natural resources..." is

the fpundation of the Iows DNE's mission statement,
which guides firbearer managementin lowa, Seastns
are set within hroad hiclogics] paramcters providing
rasimum reercational eppormaniny while sustaining the
resourcs. Harvest of furkearers provides hunlers amd
rrappers recreationsl opportunitics with 4 namiral and
remewable resource that can be harvesiad at sustainable
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di 2003, the lowa DNR, in cooperation with Tovwg Stare
University ({SU) inlfiated a rexearch study on the
staris and ecology of babeats in fowe.

Objectives and Study Methods

The objective of the study 12 o understund the distribu-
tion and population dyvnamics of bobeats in lowa, By
undderstanding how hobears use the habital and land-
scape of Towa, how they disperse. and how they are
genetically linked to bobear populations in surrounding
states, we can make scientifically based management
decisions for effective conservation of boheats in luwa.

Data is collected from three sources:

o live-capmired hobeats that are radio-collared and
released back ar the site where they were
capturead

2 parcasses of dead bobears that are the result of
automohile collisions and incidental trapping

& reports of bobeat sightings from bow huniers
and the general public.

The public can help by reporting sightings or ohserved
auto-killed bobeats by calling the bobeat hotline al

(4 1-203-0006 or their local conservation olTicer or
DONE personnel, Trappers in south central lowa are
critical in the success of this study, since most radino-
collared bobeats come from accidental caplures. We
cneourage all trappers in south central lowa 1o call the
hotline it they accidentally caprure a bobeat.

When a bobeat is accidentally captured in the rescarch
study ares, we proceed immediately to the location Lo
anesthetize the captured bobeat and radio collar the
bobeat. Tnformation such as measurement and age are
collected, as well as genetic samples.

Project Results to Date

More than 330 bobeal carcasses have been col-
lected from 37 counties in lowa from 2003-
2007 The carcasses are examined to determine
pregoancy rates, litter sizes, dietary preference.
age. Inadditon, tssue is collected for genstic
analvees.

«  Todam, more than 120 bobeats have been cap-
rured and ear-ragged. Most of these captured
bobeats were also radio-collared o monitor
mavements in south central lowa.

«  The bow hunier survey reliably mdicates that
bobeats are commen across southern lowa and
sparsely distributed elsewhere in the state:

«  Omce they reach matrity at about 2 vears of age,
survival s fairly high (= 20% annual) with most
deaths caused by accidental rrapping or aulomme-
bile collisicn.

= Homeranges of adult male bobeats average
ahout 22 square miles. Female home ranges
average about 7 square miles during sumimer
when they are with kirtens but increase o 9
square miles in the winter,

= Core greas of activity are in forested blocks of
habitat, often surrounded by grasslands includ-
ing pastures and CRT, Bobears rately use row
croppead agricultural Land,

= The beheat falliwinter diet most often includes
rabbits (60%4), mice and voles (20%), and squir-
rels (13%). Bobears rarely take deer or birds,

o W have extracted DINA from lndreds of Iowa
bobeats and are now working on samples from
surrounding states 1o examine genetic related-
niss of adjacent populations,

What's Next?

While the information collected so
far indicates that bobeats are domg
well in sowhern lowa. 101s sull unelear i they will be
able 1o expand and persist in substanegal numbers in
the more highly agrculiural landscanes of Tows,
Genetic data that we are now analyzing will explain
b Kinshiz is refated (o the landscape and whether
the Lowa bebeat population 1s closely linked to boh-
cats from surrounding states. Continued research
will help toexplain the [aetors enabling hobeats to
recolonize the lowa landscape.




